SUPPORTING OPEN ACCESS – PHD STUDENTS
IMT is giving you the chance to become an actor in supporting the international
movement of the OA by depositing your PhD thesis in IMT E-Theses.
What is IMT E-Theses?
IMT E-Thesis is the institutional archive of the IMT Institute for Advanced Studies where Ph.D. theses are stored
and eventually preserved in full text. The archive was instated in the academic year 2012-2013 in accordance with
the Guidelines issued in 2008 by CRUI (Conferenza dei Rettori delle Università Italiane).
All Ph.D. theses’ metadata are registered in the archive. You can decide to make public accessible the pdf file
too.

Which are the advantages of depositing my thesis in E-Theses?
The public accessibility of the fulltext version of your thesis will improve dissemination, retrieval and impact on
the web of your research work. The archive is harvested by the most active OAI (Open Access Initiative) and by
most web search engines (Google, Google Scholar) thanks to the OAI-PMH (Open Access Initiative Protocol for
Metadata Harvesting).
All of the theses in the archive will also be harvested by the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze (BCNF) in
accordance with the mandatory deposit law (L 106/04, DPR 252/06).

Will making my e-thesis available through an open access repository disqualify me from future
publication elsewhere?
Students retain copyright for their theses and are free to publish or distribute their thesis elsewhere. Since an ethesis is disseminated widely via the internet, it could be considered as a ‘publication’. While most publishers do
not regard e-theses as prior publication, it is not possible to speak for all publishers in all disciplines. The best
advice is that if you intend to publish a book from your thesis, then you should query the prospective publisher.
If the e-thesis is likely to prejudice future publication opportunities, then you can request an embargo for a
specific length of time to ensure that access to your e-thesis is delayed until you have had the opportunity to
seek publication.

Will my thesis be easily plagiarised because it is available online?
It is difficult to prevent plagiarism of print or electronic theses effectively but it is easier to detect plagiarism
when theses are made available online. It is possible to find text snippets by entering them into a search engine
such as Google and plagiarism detection software like Turnitin compares work against freely available internet
sources like open access e-theses.

