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To promote the application of OA principles and 
institutional policies, IMT School has signed four 
transformative agreements (ACM, Elsevier, IEEE, 
Springer), all valid for the 2023-2024 period. A 
transformative agreement refers to contractual 
arrangements designed to modify traditional scientific 
communication models, supporting and accelerating 
the full transition to OA by covering publication costs.
The graph shows the publishing contract share remains 
stable, effectively managing publication costs in line 
with APC market rates.

Transformative agreements

IRIS IMT is the School’s institutional repository for depositing 
publisher-permitted versions of works for Open Access. From 
2018 to 2024, Open Access deposits increased steadily. 
Among the three file types - preprint, postprint, and Version 
of Record (VoR) - the VoR is the most frequently archived in 
the repository, indicating a strong preference for final 
published versions.
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When publishing with a publisher not covered by a 
transformative agreement, authors or institutions must pay 
Article Processing Charges (APCs) for Open Access. Figure 1 
shows a steady increase in OA publishing costs, likely due to 
both a rise in OA publications and higher APC rates set by 
publishers. Institutional and funder policies increasingly 
mandate open access to research results, explaining why 
project funds now account for most APC spending (fig. 2). This 
trend reflects growing compliance with OA policies and the 
financial impact on research budgets not supported by 
transformative deals.
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This poster summarizes findings from: Open 
Access at the IMT School
2018–2024 Report on practices and trends in 
the use of open access. Full analysis details 
are available in the report on the library 
website’s OA Week page.
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